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Vaidika Vangmaya (did®dTg 44) 


Vaidika Vangmaya (Samskrit : fad argu) means that literature which is "associated with the Vedas". Vaidika literature 


includes the ancillary and subsidiary texts associated with the Vedas which have come into existence to clarify and understand 
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the Vedas. Thus over a period of time, different explanatory shastras evolved to explain the subtle concepts presented in Vedas 


and they are included in under the Smrti literature.[!]2] 
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YRA: Il Introduction 


Vedas are a storehouse of knowledge needed for mankind, not merely adhyatmik but also secular or temporal. They are not compositions made 





in any one particular period. They are spread over a period of time; one group separated from the other probably by centuries and handed down 


from one generation to the other through word of mouth. Understanding vaidika literature itself developed into many branches covering 


different aspects of the subject. While some have developed independently (such as Jyotisha - to explain muhurtas in vaidika kriyas), others 


summarize (such as Kalpa which is a manual of procedures of yajnas from different vedas) and a few others are simplified summaries of codes 


of social existence (like the Puranas in story format, Dharmashastras in a stern format) for a comparatively easier understanding (including the 


Mahabharata) than the Veda itself. The following headings cover the topics discussed under Vaidika Vangmaya 


1. dargi || Vedangas (6) 
2. Suda: || Upa-Vedas (4) 


3. da-s urg TA || Veda-Upangas (4) which are broadly covered under the following three divisions as discussed in the section 


below 
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1. PRA || Puranas (18), sug || Upa-Puranas (18), &fd&m: || Itihasa (2) 
2. axlHTFI Il Darshana Shastras (6) 
3. Way: || Smrti Granthas or Dharmashastras (18) 


4. AATA: || Other Smrtigranthas (Anukramanikas, Pratisakhyas, Parishistas) 


Thus we see that the above literature is a vast body of knowledge which was imparted by the Guru (Acharyas, Preceptors) to his Shishyas 
(disciples) in the Gurukula System of education which was in practice in ancient days. The disciples of a Guru (belonging to a particular shaka 
of one of the Four Vedas) were taught a particular shaka of the Veda along with the study of 14 ancillary Vaidika Vangmaya (or Veda 
associated subject matter) called as Chaturdasha Vidyasthanani and some went further to study 18 ancillary subjects called as Astadasha 
Vidyasthanani. Vidyasthanas are so called because they formed the core subject matter of Vidya (feet) equated to Education in present day 


parlance. 


femur ui Vidyasthanas 


Chaturdasha vidyas (AQG3eIl:) are called the Vidyasthanas (fae RAAT)! for they contain the foundational comprehensive knowledge 
base of the four Purusharthas (Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha) the four pillars of Sanatana Dharma. Chaturdasha Vidyas include the 
Chaturvedas (Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda and Atharvanaveda), Shad(ved)angas (Shiksha, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Chandas and 
Jyotish), and 4 Upangas (Puranas, Nyaya shastra (and Vaiseshika), Mimamsa and Dharmashastra) of Vedas.4] File:Chaturdasha and 
Ashtadasha Vidyas.pdf 


dargli || Vedangas 


The word Anga (Sfg) is used in the sense of Upakaraka (SUPR@ | useful tool)UIL5] with reference to understanding vedajnana or the 
knowledge of vedas, these six shastras are extremely useful, hence they are called Vedangas. The oldest reference to what constitute the 


Vedangas is given in Mundakopanishad 


| TAMIR Brdal Gada: UAdals dada: Ral peat ouro»xut Pread Gal SAAT | (Mund. Upan. 1.1.5)/6] 


| tatrapara rgvedo yajurvedah samavédo'tharvavédah $iksa kalpo vyakaranarh niruktam chando jyotisamiti | (Mund. Upan. 1.1.5) 


Meaning : Aparavidya include the rigveda, yajurveda, samaveda, atharvaveda (four vedas), siksha, kalpa, vyakaranam, niruktam, chandas, 


jyothisha (6 angas of vedas). 


| Rat eel at Fread Scat wu: | vals dd dang Vea q I 
| $iksa kalpo vyakaranam niruktam chandasam cayah | jyotisamayanam caiva vedangani sadeva tu ll 


According to the above shloka, Vedangas are six in number namely Shiksha, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Chandas, Jyotish [7] 
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Title 
4.fsr&fr || Shiksha 


2.0] [d»XUTH ll 
Vyakarana 


3. Fred || Nirukta 
4.8-a¥ || Chandas 


5309 || Jyotisha 


6.Hcu: || Kalpa 


Subject Dealt With 


Science of phonetics or pronunciation and intonation. 
Science of the grammar of language 


Etymology or the science of origin, meaning and explanation of the Vedic words. 


Prosody or science of composition of the hymns like meter, rhyme, UTa (quarter) etc. of the mantras 


Astronomy and astrology mainly directed towards fixing up of auspicious moments for the 


performance of the Vedic sacrifices 


Science or manual of yagna kriyas or rituals, both Vedic and domestic 


Sa: Val Fda SSN HS Gard | wales Bafta MAGA Il (Pani. Siks. 41) 


Rat wot q dau ga STH VA | RAT angie Tetley Ala Il (Pani. Siks. 42) 


Siksà ghranam tu vedasya mukham vyakaranam smrtam | tasmat sangamadhityaiva brahmaloke mahiyate I 


| chandah pàdau tu vedasya hastau kalpo'tha ucyate | jyotisamayanam caksurniruktam $rotramucyate I 


In Paniniya Shiksha aAa, these six vedangas are described in the above shloka which means - "Chandas forms the feet of the 
Vedapurusha, while Kalpas are the hands, Jyotish is the eye, Nirukta forms the ears, Shiksha is the nose, while the face (speech) is formed by 


Vyakarana. Only by studying vedas (Vedapurusha) along with vedangas (different parts) will one attain the brahmaloka" [8119] 


Vedangas are thus, special shastras to understand the vedic language, meaning and their usage and the karmakanda (PUPUS:) expounded in 


Vedas. To discourage digressing distorted interpretations these shastras have been given by the great rishis to streamline the understanding of 


correct intent of the Vedas. 


3Udqr: || Upavedas 


They are called the subsidiary Vedas. They are four in number one attached to each Veda LOLI viz, 


| aada edat meda q au: | arises agi fae eNA T: 10398 11 (Vish. Pura. 3.6.29) 


| ayurvedo dhanurvedo gandharvascaiva tē trayah | artha$astra caturthantu vidya hmastadaSaiva tah || 29 || (Vish. Pura. 3.6.29) 


Upaveda Name 


Ayurveda (3IT]da:) 
Dhanurveda (daz) 


Gandharvaveda 


Gradda:) 
Arthashastra (31 FRA) 


Subject Dealt with Associated 
with 
Science of healthy living including the prevention and cure of diseases Rigveda 
Science of archery, martial arts and warfare Yajurveda 
Forms of fine arts like music and dance. Samaveda 
Shastra dealing with finance, economics, politics, statesmanship, public Äiharvavēda 


administration 


3/31/2020, 5:57 PM 


Vaidika Vangmaya (diád» dT 4H) - Dharmawiki https://dharmawiki.org/index.php/Vaidika Vangmaya (diád»dIg 4H) 


4 of 14 


Some schools hold Sthapatyaveda (eager: | architecture) as the fourth Upaveda instead of Arthashastra. Sthapatyaveda relates with 


engineering and architecture.[121[13] 


da-aurgrl- || Veda-Upangas 


Upangas of Vedas include the following four bodies of knowledge namelyl4l[15][10][16] 


1. Puranas 

2. Mimamsa 

3. Nyaya shastra 

4. Dharmashastra or Smrti-granthas 
According to some scholars,U2! the Shad-Darshanas may be classified as Upangas of Vedas. According to Shri. Kishore Mishrajil!3] 
Pratipadasutra, Anupada, Chandobhasha (Pratisakhya) Dharmashastra, Nyaya and Vaiseshika constitute the six Upangas of Vedas. 


WsTUITÉT ll Puranas 








Ashtadasha Mahapuranas 


HST ABTA et 


Sattivika Puranas Rajasika Puranas 


























ishnu (fav) Purana 
Narada (ANG) Purana 
Bhagavata (Jidd) Purana 
Garuda (3195) Purana 
Padma (431) Purana 
Varaha (dXIg) Purana 


Brahma (s£41) Purana 
Brahmanda (g¢ A105) Purana 
Brahmavaivarta (@@4ddd) Purana 
Markandeya (AThUSz) Purana 
Bhavishya (31fa®a1) Purana 
Vamana (dIAA) Purana 


Matsya (8c) Purana 
Kurma (=) Purana 
Linga (fers«T) Purana 
Vayu (aT) or Shiva Purana 
Skanda (fra) Purana 
Agni (HFa) Purana 

















The Puranas are a vast genre of encyclopedic Indian texts about a wide range of topics particularly legends and traditional lore. Several of 
these texts are named after major devatas such as Vishnu, Shiva and Devi. There are 18 Mahapuranas (Great Puranas) and 18 Upapuranas 
(Minor Puranas), containing over 400,000 verses.UJL7] The list of Puranas is given in Padmapurana (6.236.14-17)H8], Vishnupurana (3.6), 
Skanda purana (4.7.1), Agni Purana (10.8.3)7] 


The 18 Mahapuranas listed in Vishnu puranaml!®] are as follows 


S[BTQST TROT GRIM: Waal | Hel Uist Awras Aa UPTad Ta! (Vish. Pura. 3.6.20) 


astadasa puranani puranajfiah pracaksate| brahmar padmarh vaisnavafica $aivam bhagavatarh tathà | (Vish. Pura. 3.6.20) 


athanyannaradiyafica markandéyafica saptamam | agnéyamastamaíicaiva bhavisyam navamarn tatha |(Vish. Pura. 3.6.21) 


| SURARAST IUSSI TG | saps ufqui 34d qui |(Vish. Pura. 3.6.21) 
I 
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aad sada cy Haar Wa! IRS GIGI wbrqad AMARA! (Vish. Pura. 3.6.22) 


dasamarh brahmavaivarttam laingamékadasarn smrtam| varaharn dvadaSaficaiva skandaficaiva trayoda$am| (Vish. Pura. 
3.6.22) 


agili Tata PH ursi Ma ART TS SA IEY FATA! (Vish. Pura. 3.6.23) 


3.6.23) 


Ter AGRON APM: PAA A | Tego ALTER Weng |i (Vish. Pura. 3.6.24) 


| caturda$am vamanafica kaurmarh paficada$am smrtam| matsyafica garudaficaiva brahmandafica tatabparam| (Vish. Pura. 
| tathà cOpapuranani munibhih kathitani ca | mahàpurananyetani hmastadasa mahamune || (Vish. Pura. 3.6.24) 


Meaning : 18 Puranas have been seen (given). They include Brahma Purana, Padma purana, Vishnu Purana, Shiva Purana, Bhagavata Purana. 
And the others are Narada Purana, Markandeya Purana is the seventh, Agni Purana is the eighth, Bhavishya purana being the ninth. the tenth is 
Brahma vaivarta Purana, the eleventh is termed Linga Purana. Varaha Purana is the twelfth and Skanda Purana the thirteenth, fourteenth 1s 
Vamana Purana, Kurma Purana is termed the fifteenth. Matsya Purana, Garuda Purana and Brahmanda Purana come after these. And 


(eighteen) Upapuranas have been given by rishis along with these Mahapuranas. 


SARTO ll Upapuranas 


The Upapuranas are variously given in different texts. However a few are common in all these versions. Upapuranas also describe the legends, 
vratas and discuss a vast number of topics (such as creation, Kala, Dana, information on subjects like Dharma and Polity etc) similar to the 


Puranas. 
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ARTE SARTO 


S. TP AYT Il Skanda TST Il Garuda edtuntady I [ ll Kurma 
No. purana (4.7.1)!!! Puranal'?! Devibhagavatal'! Puranal20l21] 
1 i Il i Il i Il i Il 
Sanatkumara Purana Sanathkumara Purana Sanathkumara Purana Sanatkumara Purana 
2 RAER || Narsimha | ASG || Narsimha | SIPRTQNTUR[ I Ashcharya | "RRÍgGRqWUq |l Narasimha 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
lI  Skanda | P&H || Skanda PERRO] ; WaR ||  Skanda 
3 WARTH [ Į 
Purana Purana Using Purana Purana 
4 Rare — |! — Shiva | Raudo I| arae aT I| arae qur I 
Dharma Purana Shivadharma Purana Shivadharma Purana Shivadharma Purana 
E Gago I Durasa | VAN I Nandiswara | MAARA | Manava | qdNIQNIU Il — Durvasa 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
6 IRRIA |! Narada ARG | Narada | RGR, ||  Narada | RAAR |l Naradeeya 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
7 PARTH I  Kapila | 4RTH || Ashcharya | PAIRT, — |! Kapila | PAART, Il Kapila 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
l| Vamana qHH ill Vamana 
8 JATH i 
HJR Il Manu Purana Purana Purana 
B SIAR I Ushana | SIAM I Ushana | SISA || Aushasana | ASATRO, |l Aushasana 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
10 SAUSAIMOH || Brahmanda i II ARAR l| Aditya | síeiTUSuNTUTd || Brahmanda 
Purana Brahmanda Purana Purana Purana 
41 aug  ! Varuna | deUQWTUH ||  Varuna | deUTqxTUTH Il Varuna | deUrqxTUrd Il Varuna 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
412. | PREPRI || Kalika | ICTR, Kalika | PRIPRA I Kalika | PeP} / PAPIRI Kalki 
Purana Purana Purana / Kalika Purana 
(3. HEART I| | RRR || Maheswara | H3 RWIUIR. ll Maheswara | ARYO, || Maheshwara 
Maheshwara Purana Purana Purana Purana 
44 ASRA il Samba | MAYTA | Samba | MSY II Samba | NIESUUJTUTT Il Samba 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
15 PRY ll Saura Purana EE pup Rabie PRU ll Saura Purana PRONTO I| Saura Purana 
16 TRIARGTUA | Parashara | UNISRQNIUIH || Parashara | GRINGO || Parashara | UNISNWNTUH. || Parashara 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
(7. MARUA — Maricha | ARPES Maricha | UMAIR, || Bhagavata ARTEL || Maricha 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 
jg | HIIRI || Bhargava | MIRAA || Bhargava | dRISQNIU] ||  Vasishta | MIRI || Bhargava 
Purana Purana Purana Purana 


Many other Upapuranas are also available such as Ganapatya / Mudgala ( TITUTUGTH / H&AH), Vasishta (RISA), Hamsa from other different 
sources and a total of upto 30 Upapuranas are mentioned, though their availability is not known.U] Thus, we see from the two lists that the 


names of a few Puranas are the same in both Puranas and Upapuranas (ex: Skanda purana, Vamana purana) 


According to a few scholars, "Bhagavata" in Puranas refers to Devibhagavata and not Shrimad Bhagavata containing the stories of 
SriKrishna.(Page 174 of Sanskrita Sahitya Charitralll). However, it is certain that both are equally valuable and instructive. Devi Bhagavata is 


specially fitted for those inclined to metaphysics while the Vaishnava Bhagavata endears one with Bhakti.[2?] 
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The Puranas have been highly influential in the development of Bharatiya samskriti. They are considered Vaidika (congruent with Vedic 


literature) or pertaining to vedas with easy understanding as mentioned by Shivamahapurana l1". 


Steere: Il Itihasas 


The two well-known Itihasas (histories) are the epics (Mahakavyas), Ramayana and Mahabharata They are two very popular and useful epics 
of the Hindus. The Ramayana was written by the Maharshi Valmiki, and the Mahabharata by Maharshi Vyasa. The Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata speak to us clearly about the ancient India, about her people, her customs, her ways of living, her arts, her civilization and 


culture, her manufactures etc. 


Some facts about Ramayana and Mahabharatal23] 


Ramayana Mahabharata 
It is called the Adikavya It is called Panchamaveda 
Contains the story of a single hero: Sri Rama Contains many heroes : Kurus and Pandavas 
Belongs to Parikriya (Offa) kind of Itihasa Belongs to Purakalpa (YIT) kind of Itihasa 
Happened in the Tretayuga Happened in the end of Dvaparayuga 
Story of Avatara purusha - Sri Rama Story of Avatara purusha - Sri Krishna 


Story connected with 4 of Saptarishis - Atri, Bharadwaja, 


Vasishta and Visvamitra No connection at all with any of the ancient rishis 


Yudhisthira and Sri Krishna though followed Dharma were 


Sri Rama's actions exemplified Dharma ; : : 
more routed in Rajaneeti 


Filled with vivid descriptions Such descriptions of natural beauty are less. 


Rama's army included Vanaras or monkeys Kurupandavas armies were vast and included mankind. 


The Ramayana 


The Ramayana, the Adi-Kavya or the first epic poem, relates the story of Sri Rama, the ideal man. It is the history of the family of the solar 
race descended from Ishvaku, in which was born Sri Ramachandra, the Avatara of Lord Vishnu, and his three brothers. The ideal characters 
such as Rama, Sita, Lakshmana, Bharata and Sri Hanuman that we find in Ramayana firmly establish Hindu Dharma in our minds. The story 
of the birth of Rama and his brothers, their education and marriages, the exile of Sri Rama, the carrying off and recovery of Sita, his wife, the 
destruction of Ravana, the Rakshasa King of Lanka, and the reign of Sri Rama, are described in detail in Ramayana. How a man should behave 
towards his superiors, equals and inferiors, how a king ought to rule his kingdom, how a man should lead his life in this world, how he can 
obtain his release, freedom and perfection, may be learnt from this epic. The Ramayana gives a vivid picture of Indian Dharmik life. The lives 
of Rama, Bharata and Lakshmana provide a model of fraternal affection and mutual service. Sri Hanuman stands as an ideal unique Karma 
Yogin. The life of Sita is regarded as the most perfect example of womanly fidelity, chastity and affection. The Ramayana is written in twenty- 
four thousand slokas by Sri Valmiki Maharshi.[!7] 
Balakanda, Adhyaya 7, Ayodhyakanda, Adhyaya 100, Aranyakanda, Adhyaya 6, 9 and 33, 40, 41. Shraddha in Ayodhyakanda, Adhyaya 77, 
103 and 111. Stridharma in Ayodhyakanda, Adhyaya 24, 26-27, 29, 39 etc. Ramayana forms the basis for the creation of volumes of Laukika 


A few instances of topics of dharma dwelt on by Ramayana include : Rajadharma in 


Sahitya of future ages.(Page no 158 to 160 of Reference 4) 


The Mahabharata 


The Mahabharata is the history of the Pandavas and the Kauravas. It gives a description of the great war, the Battle of Kurukshetra, which 
broke out between the Kauravas and the Pandavas who were cousins and descendants of the lunar race. The Mahabharata is an encyclopaedia 
of Hindu Dharma. It is also called the fifth Veda. There is really no theme in religion, philosophy, mysticism and polity which this great epic 
does not touch and expound. It contains very noble moral teachings, useful lessons of all kinds, many beautiful stories and episodes, 


discourses, sermons, parables and dialogues which set forth the principles of morals and metaphysics. The Mahabharata contains also the 
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immortal discourse of Bhishma on Dharma, which he gave to Yudhishthira, when he was lying on the bed of arrows. The whole Mahabharata 
forms an encyclopedia of history, morals and religion unsurpassed by any other epic in the world. The Pandavas obtained victory through the 
grace of Sri Krishna. The Mahabharata is written in one hundred thousand slokas by Sri Krishnadvaipayana Vyasa. Mahabharata draws 


extensively on the dharmashastras and a few instances are as follows,(Page no 158 to 160 of Reference 24) 


a Arachaka (evils of anarchy) - Shantiparva, 40 

» Ashrama dharmas - Shanti parva, 61, 243 to 246 

a Achara - Anushasana parva, 104, and Asvamedhika parva, 45 

= Dana - Vanaparva 186, Shanti parva 235, Anushasana parva 57-99 

a Prayaschitta - Shanti 34-35, 165 

Rajaniti - Sabhaparva 5, Vanaparva 150, Udyogaparva 33 and 34, Shantiparva 65 and 297, Anushasana parva 48 and 49 
a Varnadharma - Shantiparva 60 and 297 

Shraddha - Striparva 26 and 27, Anushasana parva 87 to 95 


asia ll Darshana Shastras 


The chaturdasha vidyas mention Nyaya and Mimamsa shastras as part of the the Veda Upangas. In the present context, considering all the Shad 


darshanas to be part of the veda Upangas, they have been discussed completely in this project. 


Purva Mimamsa is commonly called as Mimamsa, while Uttara Mimamsa is called Vedanta. Each Darshana is associated with a rishi, a 
preceptor, who gives its principles in the form of Sutras or short terse sentences embedded with a great meaning in them. Thus the shastra 
rachana paddhati or the writing format of shastras primarily involve the Sutras for which Bhashyam, a commentary and further on Vritti or 
Vartikas which are also explanatory notes are written by various authors. The object of all the darshanas is the same - to rescue men from 
sufferings of three kinds - Adibhoutika, Adhyatmika, Adidaivika. 


The way to rescue propounded by these darshanas is also the same - removal of Avidya, which creates bandhana or bondage to Samsara, 
consequently union with the Supreme. The names used for Avidya, Ignorance, by different shastras are different but in essence all of them spell 


out the same situation of the mind. For example 


a Nyaya calls it as Mithyajnana (AART), false knowledge 

a Sankhya calls it Aviveka (sifade:), non-discrimination between Self and Real. 

a Yoga and Vedanta call it (fa), incorrect knowledge 
Each darshana aims at the removal of Ignorance by acquiring and internalizing or experiencing the Jnana, whereupon Ananda (HIT&:) is 
enjoyed in the state termed as Moksha. Each of these darshanas establish their concepts by providing pramanas or proofs. Although, there are 
about ten kinds of pramanas primarily six kinds of them are accepted by the six darshana shastras, called as Shad Pramanas. Brief introduction 


of the six darshana shastras is given below!221[25] 
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Darshana 


Nyaya 
Darshana 


Vaiseshika 
Darshana 


Samkhya 
Darshana 


Yoga 
Darshana 


Mimamsa 
Darshana 


Vedanta 


Deals with 


System of 
Logic 


System of 
Particulars 


System of 
Numbers 


System of 
Effort or of 
Union 


System of 
Interpreting 
the Vedic 
texts 


System of 
Interpreting 
the Vedic 
texts 


Rishi 


Gautama 


Kanada 


Kapila 


Patanjali 


Jaimini 


Vyasa 
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Brief Information on the Shad Darshanas 


Authoritative Bhashyam 


Vatsyayana 


Prashastapada 


Samkhya Karika of Ishvara 
Krishna 


Aniruddha Vijnanabhikshu 


Vyasa bhashyam 


Shabara bhashyam 


3 Schools : Advaita : Sri 
Shankaracharya 
Vishishtadvaita : Sri 
Ramanujam 


Dvaita : Madhavacharya 


HATUT: || Smrti Granthas or Dharmashastras 


The Smritis prescribe certain acts and prohibit some others for a Hindu, according to one's birth and stage of life. The object of the Smritis is to 


Pramanas Accepted 


Pratyaksha, Anumana, 
Upamana, Shabda 


Pratyaksha, Anumana 


Pratyaksha, Anumana 


Aptavachana 

Pratyaksha, Anumana, 
Shabda 

Prabhakara school 
Pratyaksha, Anumana, 
Shabda, Upamana, 
Arthapatti 


Kumarila school : 5 above 
and Abhava (totally 6) 


Advaita : 6 Pramanas 
Vishishtadvaita 
Dvaita 


and 
3 pramanas 
(pratyaksha, anumana and 
shabda) 


Important Points 


Sutras divided in five 


books. 
Knowledge is divided into 
16 Padarthas 


Asatkaryavada 


Knowledge is divided into 
6 Padarthas 


Asatkaryavada 


Dvaita siddhanta of Prakrti 
and Purusha and Viveka 


Origin of the 25 principles - 
Mahat, the 
Tanmatras and Purusha. 


Ahamkara, 


Satkaryavada 


Nir-Isvaravada 


Sutras are 198 arranged in 
4 padas. Aim is chittavrtti 
virodha (stop the 
movements of Chitta or 
manas) 


Sa-Ishvara Samkhya 


siddhantam 


Concerned with 
karmakanda of the Veda. 
Mimamsa Sutras are 
divided into 12 books. 


Concerned with the 
jnanakanda of the Veda 
and Ishvara. 
Brahmasutras are 


important texts. 


purify the heart of a person and take him/her gradually to the supreme abode of immortality and make him/her perfect and free. These Smritis 


have varied from time to time. The injunctions and prohibitions of the Smritis are related to the particular social surroundings. As these 


surroundings and essential conditions of the Hindu society changed from time to time, new Smritis had to be compiled by the seers of different 
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ages and different parts of India.[26] 


qent aa dalfasteeoq | etd area wea: a a APA | (Shuk. Niti. 4.3.54) 


varnàdidharmasmaranar yatra vedavirodhakam | kirtanarn carthasastranam smrtih sa ca prakirtita | (Shuk. Niti. 4.3.54) 


arsarh dharmopade$am ca vedasastravirodhina | yastarkenanusamdhatte sa dharmarh veda netarah || 12.106 || (Manu. Smrt. 
12.106) 


| any eria s dames! | eur qiti 31 wef da AAR: || 23.208 || (Manu. Smrt. 12.106)271 


Dharmasutras Vs Dharmashastras (Smrtis) 


Smrtis, the codified law books, otherwise known as Dharmashastras, are different texts as against the Dharmasutra works (Shrauta Sutras and 
Dharma Sutras) given in the Kalpas. Smrti texts have laid emphasis on the karmaushtana on the social front as compared to karmanushtana of 
an individual. These granthas contain information on the aspects of administration and governance, it may be said that as the number of 


kingdoms grew, so also the number of Smrti granthas. 


Dharmasutras are the basis of composing Dharmashastra granthas. Dharmasutra granthas are cryptic, abbreviated with short explanations of 


the sutras, hence they required bhashyas or commentaries and tikas for understanding them. 


Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras Contrastedl28] 


Dharmasutras Dharmashastras 
Are a part of Kalpa Ex - Apastamba, | Include Smrtigranthas - Manusmrti, 
Texts : : : : 
Hiranyakesin, Baudhayana Yajnavalkya smrti 
Form Composed in prose intermixed with slokas, some | Composed as  slokas  (metrical form) 
completely free of slokas exclusively 
Style of Writing pun. formator sz wrng. iere SUD siphonsms No brevity of writing in Sutra format is seen. 
applies to the prose form of presentation 
Language Language is Ural (archaic ) Language is area (modern) 
Origin Do not claim divine origin A few of them claim divine origin (Ex: 


Arrangement of topics 


Affiliation to Vedas 


Relationship with other 
Sutragranthas 


Manava Dharmashastra 


No arrangement into topics 
presented in an orderly manner 


is seen though 


Quotations presented in Dharmasutras show a 
predilection for certain Vedas or associated shakas 


Typically dharmasutras closely resemble other 
Sutragranthas namely Grhyasutras of a particular 
Veda 


Brahma) 


Topics are given under distinct heads namely 
Aachara, Vyavahara and Prayaschitta. 


Topics are far more uniform without any 
predilection towards any Veda. 


No resemblance to other granthas. 


Another point of debate among the scholars is whether the book named Manava-dharmashastra (FAG-RIRAA) and Manusmrti are one and 
the same. Both these texts have been authored by Manu, who is considered as the Adipurusha (first in the human race), as per Samhita and 
Brahmanas. However, the aspects found in Manava-dharmashastra, which are found in other ancient texts, are not to be seen in Manusmrti. 
Hence is believed by scholars that Manava-dharmashastra and Manusmrti are two different texts and that Manusmrti is founded on the 


principles given in Manava-dharmashastra.U!] 
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Number of Smritis 


Of such law-givers Manu, Yajnavalkya and Parasara are the most celebrated. Hindu society is founded on, and governed by the laws made by 
these three great seers. Of the Manu Smrti, Yajnavalkya Smrti GIG eR) and Parasara Smrti, Manu is the oldest law-giver. The 
Yajnavalkya Smriti follows the same general lines as the Manu Smriti and is next in importance to it. Manu Smriti and Yajnavalkya Smriti are 
universally accepted at the present time as authoritative works all over India. Yajnavalkya Smriti is chiefly consulted in all matters of Hindu 


Law and finds application in the Judicial System of the Government of India. 


In ancient times the number of Smrtis must have been small. 241 


a Gautama mentions only Manu, although he speaks of dharmashastras (9.19). 

a Vashishta names 5 smrtikaras - Gautama, Prajapati, Manu, Yama and Harita. 

» Manu speaks of six authors besides himself namely - Atri, son of Utathya, Bhrugu, Vashishta, Vaikhanasa and Saunaka. 

» Baudhayana names seven besides himself, as the authors of dharma. 

» Apastamba mentions 10 smritikaras, some of whom are mere names their works are not available. 
There are eighteen main Smritis or Dharma Shastras, accepted by many scholars, however, as seen in the case of many other texts there are 
different versions of Smrti granthas. Yajnavalkya Smrti is probably one of the earliest Smrti which enumerated twenty expounders of dharma 


(including himself and counting Shanka and Likhita as two distinct persons) as seen in the following list!24] 


| maaua TAINS: | TATA: STATAATSRAT 11.9 | 1 (Yajn. Smrt. 1.4) 


manvatrivisnuharita yajiiavalkyosano'ngirah | yamapastambasamvartah katyayanabrhaspati | | 1.4 | | 


parasaravyasasankha likhità daksagautamau | satatapo vasisthasca dharmasastraprayojakah | | 1.5 | | 


| URTSRGUITESTeR FARIA SAMA | SITUE GB GMAT TST: | | 8. | | (Yajn. Smrt. 1.5) 


a Manu Smrti a Katyayana Smrti 

a Atri Smrti a Brhaspati Smrti 

a Vishnu Smrti a Parashara Smrti 

a Harita Smrti a Vyasa Smrti 

= Yajnavalkya Smrti = Shanka-Likhita Smrti 
a Ushanas Smrti a Daksha Smtti 

a Angira Smrti =» Gautama Smrti 

= Yama Smrti = Shatatapa Smrti 

» Apastamba Smrti a Vasishta Smrti 


» Samvarta Smrti 
According to Sri. Chandrasekharendra Mahaswamiji,[! 6] there are 18 Smrtis given by - Manu, Parasara, Yajnavalkya, Gautama, Harita, Yama, 
Visnu, Sankha, Likhita, Brhaspati, Daksa, Angiras, Pracetas, Samvarta, Acanas, Atri, Apastamba and Satatapa are the eighteen sages who 


mastered the Vedas with their superhuman power and derived the Smrtis from them. 


According to Dr. Gopal Reddylll, the eighteen Smrtikartas are Manu, Yajnavalkya, Atri, Vishnu, Harita, Ushanas, Angira, Yama, Katyayana, 


Brhaspati, Parasara, Vyasa, Daksha, Gautama, Vasishta, Narada, Bhrgu, and Angirasa. 


Swami Sivanandal?6l, mentions that the eighteen Smrtis are those of Manu, Yajnavalkya, Parasara, Vishnu, Daksha, Samvarta, Vyasa, Harita, 


Satatapa, Vasishtha, Yama, Apastamba, Gautama, Devala, Sankha-Likhita, Usana, Atri and Saunaka. 


The laws of Manu are intended for the Satya Yuga, those of Yajnavalkya are for the Treta Yuga; those of Sankha and Likhita are for the 
Dvapara Yuga; and those of Parasara are for the Kali Yuga. The laws and rules which are based entirely upon our social positions, time and 


clime, must change with the changes in society and changing conditions of time and clime. Then only the progress of the Hindu society can be 
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ensured.[26] 


Other Smrti Works 


Apart from these major texts, other works like Anukramanikas, Pratisakhyas, Dharmashastra Nibandhas like Nirnayasindhu, Dharmasindhu 
etc, Tamil vedas among other texts have expanded largely for the guidance of people to interpret the various aspects given in above discussed 


Smrti texts. 


SPAT: || Anukramanikas 


For the protection of Veda mantras Anukramanika granthas (STE HTTP AAs) have been compiled. These Anukramanikas are lists that 
contain concise information about the Veda mantra's rishi, chandas and devatas. The most important rishis who contributed to creation of these 
lists include - Shaunaka (SilT8:), Katyayana (&»IGIFT4:). Though these Anukramanikas are not included Vedangas, these play an important 


role in the protection of vedas. 


In Rigveda, the rishi, chandas, devata, anuvaka (AYqI:), sukta (Sl-IdTcb:) number, the name and important features are compiled in 
structured manner, in Anustup chandas (HJY S&H). The phalasiddhi (certas: | benefits) of chanting particular mantras is also explained 


in detail. Such texts are available for other vedas also (Page 94 and 95 of Reference H). 


Nibandhanas 


Kanchi Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati Paramacharya, explains that some Smrtis do not contain instructions with regard to all observances. 
The matters explained in one Smrti may not be found in an other, thus giving rise to doubts in acharas which are to be cleared by using the 
works called "Dharmashastra Nibandhanas". These nibandhanas do not leave out any rite or dharma. Nirnayasindhu (by Kamalakara Bhatta), 


Vaidyanatha Dikshitiyam, Dharmasindhu are accepted and referred to authoritative texts in the present day. [19] 


Uda: || Discussion 
Traditionally, the Chaturdasha vidyas consider Puranas, Nyaya, Mimamsa and Dharmashastras as Veda Upangas. H46] However, due to 


similarity of names a few questions arise here 


1. Nyaya and Mimamsa shastras are mentioned under the classification of Shad Darsanas and as those among the Veda 
Upangas. 
2. Dharmasutras are given in Kalpas (as Vedangas) and Dharmashastras are mentioned as one among the Veda Upangas. 


What are included in these texts? 


Dr. N. Sivasenani of University of Hyderabad, presents a few thoughts about these questions 


"Nyaya" should be taken to mean Nyaya-Vaiseshika-Sankhya and Yoga; and Mimamsa covers both Purva- and Uttara- 


mimamsas. Why should it be so? Based on the context. Further, Puranas include Mahabharata and Ramayana." 


"In the Vedanga Kalpas, there are four kinds of Sutras - Shrauta- (dealing with vedic rites), Grhya- (dealing with 16 
samskaras)-, Dharma- (dealing with secular matters) and Shulba- sutras. However, of these, Dharmasutras got expanded 
tremendously. Firstly, there are the eighteen Smritis - like Manusmriti, Yajnavalkyasmriti and so on. Note that this enumeration 
is a Srmiti-work and not a Sutra-work such as Apastambasutras of Kalpas. Then these have further been expanded by huge 
commentaries. Further, omnibus volumes of "Nibandhas" came into existence which are a compilation of views of various 
Smritis and other authorities. Then since Nibandhas grew in volume, condensed manuals combining Srauta-, Grihya- and 
Dharma- sutra elements like Nirnayasindhu and Dharmasindhu came about. So much so that today, Dharmasindhu is usually 
the first and last reference when a question of Dharma arises (example: when is Sivaratri this year or who are sapindas). Since 


this part alone grew in volume, it is listed separately under Dharmashastras." 
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To summarize 


= |t can be said that Nyaya and Mimamsa are Upangas (Chaturdasha Vidyas) and Darshana shastras (Shad Darsanas) and 
based on Vedas. The Dharmasutras of Kalpa Vedanga and the Dharmashastras of Upangas are the same texts. [12] 


» Dharmasutras given under Kalpa Vedanga, for example : Apasthamba sutras (SITUTHsNTA-s) refer mainly to sutra works of 
dharmas associated with specific shrauta yajnika kriyas (irerarfsreofpr.). These have been hugely expanded into Dharma- 
shastras (Smritis works), for example : Manu smriti. These refer to dharmas applicable to man in general society. 

a While in Kalpas, Dharmasutras (classified under Vedanga) generally lay down the code of conduct to be followed by a 
person engaged in vaidika yagna kriyas, Dharmashastras (classified under Upangas) lay down the general moral code of 
conduct applicable to every human being. Also Dharmashastras include later day texts combining the different parts of 
Kalpas, codified into condensed versions as in Dharmasindhu and Nirnayasindhu (rofa). 

=» Mimamsa is divided into Purvamimamsa and Uttaramimamsa. Purva Mimamsa highlights the discriminating and decision 
making qualities of the Vedas by analysis. Here, Purva Mimamsa is generally what is considered for the term Mimamsa. 
Uttara Mimamsa is also called as Vedanta, which is classified under the Jnanakanda (3ITHe»TUs:). 
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